
Pastor’s Letter  

SURPRISE INSPECTION 

I was in a store the other day and was 

surprised to find myself in the middle of 

the inventory process. Numerous em-

ployees were scattered around with 

computerized counters, click, click, 

clicking away. Temporary markers 

were attached to various shelves to 

help them keep track of what they had 

already counted and what remained to count. One dis-

play even had a note instructing them not to count this 

merchandise. I have no idea why those items were ex-

empt. It was a little inconvenient working around the 

counters and notes, but I found what I was looking for 

and moved on. On the positive side, I didn’t have them 

hovering around trying to sell me something I had not 

come for, as sometimes happens when I shop. 

Anyway, it got me thinking about inventory, a personal 

inventory. After all, I am not one of those special items 

designated for exemption. I must be accountable for all 

aspects of my life. I sometimes think about personal in-

ventory in January, but seldom in the middle of summer. 

I decided to propose a personal inventory for us in this 

newsletter. So here goes—a surprise inspection in the 

summertime: 

• Am I known as a follower of Christ where I 

work or go to school? 

• Is Christ more loved and respected because 

of the way I choose to live? 

• Do those who know me best believe in me 

the most? 

• Do I criticize the church and other Christians 

in front of my family, friends or other per-

sons? 

• Am I known to others as a fault-finder or 

complainer? 

• Do I hurt others by sarcastic jokes at their 

expense? 

• Do my language and the stories I tell glorify 

God? 

• Do I claim to be a Christian and still hold 

grudges? 

• Do I find time each day for unhurried prayer 

and study of God’s Word? 

• Can I work well with others? Can they stand 

to work with me? 

• Am I self-centered or Christ –centered? 

• What am I able to do now that I could not do 

a year or more ago? 

• Could I introduce someone to Christ? 

• Can I discern God’s will and direction in my 

life, and distinguish it from my own prefer-

ences and from the temptations of Satan? 

• Can I face death without fear? 

We need to think about these things from time to time. 

May God bless you with honesty and insight as you 

prayerfully consider this inventory. 

 

                                                    Pastor Jonathan Dixon 
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 The August United Methodist Women 

    

This is the time of Year WHEN we get the privilege of  learThis is the time of Year WHEN we get the privilege of  learThis is the time of Year WHEN we get the privilege of  learThis is the time of Year WHEN we get the privilege of  learn-n-n-n-
ing about a country that is being studied this year. ing about a country that is being studied this year. ing about a country that is being studied this year. ing about a country that is being studied this year.     

Betty Peel is the teacher and she always makes it a lively Betty Peel is the teacher and she always makes it a lively Betty Peel is the teacher and she always makes it a lively Betty Peel is the teacher and she always makes it a lively 
learlearlearlearnnnning time we all enjoy!!!!!ing time we all enjoy!!!!!ing time we all enjoy!!!!!ing time we all enjoy!!!!!    

    

Refreshments are served after the lesson.Refreshments are served after the lesson.Refreshments are served after the lesson.Refreshments are served after the lesson.    

    

    

            See you in the              See you in the              See you in the              See you in the  Hall Hall Hall Hall     

    

Tuesday August 11, 20Tuesday August 11, 20Tuesday August 11, 20Tuesday August 11, 2009 09 09 09 ———— 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 7:00 pm    

    

If you have any questions contact Ellen at gramto6@sbcglobal.net or call 

her at 691-7676. 

 

P.S. There are still bags of pecans—yes—those delicious pe-

cans we sell each year—For Sale. 

 

Forget when an event is happening?  Check the 

OAKS Online at  www.rivertonfirstumc.org 



Thanks to those 

who have done such a wonderful job with 

keeping the Lawns mowed and manicured 

so well!!! 

 

Trains, Planes and Automobiles 
 

Every year when we return from vacation I always say to myself that I am going to get up in front of 

the Church and share my experiences with the congregation.  And every year, I chicken out.   

Nothing brings me closer to God than to travel around this great country and witness the splendor that it his.  We 

took a trip to Yellowstone this year and it was quite an adventure.  The trip started with a train trip from Chicago to 

Salt Lake City.  From there we then rented a car and drove to Jackson Wyoming; which we used as home base for 

our daily travels.  After a week of traversing this wonderful region, we drove back to Salt Lake City where we took a 

plane back to Chicago.  I calculate that’s about 1,000 miles per moose sighting (we saw 2 moose, or is that 

mooses?). 

While the vistas in that part of the country are breathtaking, God is not just found in the majesty of his mountains, 

oceans, waterfalls or geysers.  Indeed I find it again and again in his people.  We have met some of the most won-

derful and interesting people just striking up conversations with the “locals” at a gas station or a restaurant or in a ho-

tel lobby.  I am certain God has touched these people because they have a goodness that shows in their smiles and 

eagerness to engage strangers.  In fact everywhere I travel, from the cleaning lady on the Disney Cruise who always 

made time to ask how our day went, to the kid working at a Subway in Wyoming who offered to give us his dog 

“cause’ he was moving and we just looked like good folks”, to the nice lady Police Officer at Union Station in Wash-

ington D.C. who asked me how I was doing on Fathers day and commented on how wonderful my girls were.  I was 

even surprised to see that people still sit in their back yards and wave to the train; even though they don’t know any-

body on there.  There is a little God in all of us; Methodist, Baptist, Catholic or even those who don’t prescribe to a 

certain religion. 

When I was a teen I lived in Albuquerque New Mexico for a year.  Even at 19 years old, I marveled at the beauty of 

the landscape out there.  As I would watch the sun set across the mountains and desert, it seemed to be five times 

the size and intensity of what I knew in Illinois.  A few years ago a gentleman came to work with me at the hospital 

that hailed from Albuquerque.  I asked him if he missed the great vistas of his home state.  He said yes but he said 

he and his family loved the view here.  In fact, he went on to say they thought the most beautiful sunsets in the word 

were here.  I laughed to myself.  A few weeks ago I was driving south on Interstate 55 and had the pleasure to wit-

ness the sunset.  With the corn well on its way to being full grown, and the clouds whisping across the horizon, the 

sun was enormous and blazed with hues of orange and purple.  Even after having just returned from Yellowstone, I 

realized I had just seen one the most beautiful sunsets of my life.  God made that sunset, God makes the sunrise, 

God makes the mountains and the oceans and the plains and the rivers and even, the rain.  It is all beautiful, it is all 

Gods labor. 

I realized now that you don’t have to go looking for God; he is 

right here - no matter where you are! 

 

Blair Stoneburner 

      The Sky Is Falling 

As most of you are aware, a good size 

“chunk” of the church ceiling has fallen.  

The trustees are gathering bids on repair 

of our ceiling.  They will have a report 

for the entire congregation before any action is taken.  

Please take a moment to pray for the church and our 

current financial situation.   
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Beckey, Harriet                August  3 

Caldwell, Sarah                August  3 

Kleban, Virginia                August  3 

Zapp, David                     August  3 

Eyer, JoAnna                   August  4 

McKenzie, Michael           August  5 

Walters, Rachel               August  6 

Baumann, Kip                  August  13 

Klaves, Dennis                 August  13 

Peel, Jeff                          August  17 

Rhodes, Barbara              August  18 

Fetter, Hilda                     August  22 

Hughes, Bob                    August  25 

Klaves, Bonnie                 August  26 

Lucas, Marc                     August  27 

Hughes, Randy                August  28 

Caldwell, Sharon              August  29 

 

 

SCRIP NEWS 

 

 

  

???HOW DOES THE PROGRAM WORK??? 

 

On the first and third Sunday of each month, an order sheet is in-

serted in the bulletin.  You select the cards you can use, add the 

total, write a check for the face value of the cards, and give the or-

der sheet and check/money to Doris Lamkey.  The order is placed 

that evening.  The cards arrive later that week, sorted with the or-

der sheets (to be sure that each order is entirely complete), given 

to you the following Sunday, to be used by you for the full face 

value of the gift card.  In the meantime, the store you bought a gift 

card for, immediately donates a percentage directly to our 

church.  There is no cost to you and the church makes a profit to 

be applied directly to the principal of the loan.  Should you have 

any questions about this program, please feel free to contact Judy 

McCullough.  We look forward to your SCRIP order as soon as 

possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIP CALENDAR  
SCRIP - ORDER DAY SCRIP - PICK-UP DAY 

August 2, 2009 August 9, 2009 

August 16, 2009 August 23, 2009 

September 6, 2009 September 13, 2009 

September 20, 2009 September 27, 2009 

 

 

The team of teachers and auxiliary members are planning a meeting and will be announcing 

plans for the fall.  In the meantime: 

1.   If you have an idea of something you would like to do with the classes for a Sunday 

or so let us know. Ideas:  a service project that you could facilitate like a trip to 

see a shut in, a craft project or a special video and discussion time. (The teacher 

would be around to help.) 

2.   Would you be willing to team teach with one of the other teachers so both of you could 

work together on one particular class?  This is a meaningful way of approaching class 

teaching that benefits both the teacher and the students.  

3.   Would you be willing to be a substitute teacher in case one or both of the 

teachers were to be out of town or need an extra pair of hands. 

4.   Would you be interested in supplying refreshments and some cups or plates? 

Call today RIGHT NOW and get first in line to be part of the team  629-9270—leave a message—

That is 629-9270  ;---) 



WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
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Deadline for next issue is 

Sunday, August 16, 2009 
E-mail articles to 

newsletter@rivertonfirstumc.org 

RIVERTON FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

429 East Lincoln Street 

PO Box 440 

Riverton, IL 62561 

 

Phone: (217) 629-9721 

Email: rvtnumc@sbcglobal.net 

Looking Ahead 

• August  — Summer — Have Fun 

• September 6, Outdoor Worship 

• September 13 United Methodist Women Sunday 

• September 25-27, Riverfest 

• September 26, 4-7 PM Otterbein Cluster Picnic, Here 

• October 24 Chili Supper 

• October 31 Trunk-er Treat 

• November 8 United Methodist Men Sunday 

• November 15, 12 Noon, Charge Conference 

• November 22 Community Thanksgiving Service 

• November 28, Hanging of the Greens 

• December 24, 10:00 PM Christmas Eve Candle Light Ser-

vice 

 

 SCRIP CALENDAR  
SCRIP - ORDER DAY SCRIP - PICK-UP DAY 

August 2, 2009 August 9, 2009 

August 16, 2009 August 23, 2009 

September 6, 2009 September 13, 2009 

September 20, 2009 September 27, 2009 

October 4, 2009 October 11, 2009 

October 18, 2009 October 25, 2009 


