
             HEALTH CARE 

              As I sit down in March to write a 

message for the April newsletter, historic 

things are happening, I think. Amid lots of 

sound and fury, parliamentary maneuver-

ings, claims and counter claims, a vote is 

taking place in Congress on the issue of 

comprehensive health care reform. It looks 

like the huge bill will pass. By the time you read this, we 

will all know more, I think. There will still be reconcilia-

tion, parliamentary rulings and court challenges, I think. 

(I keep saying “I think” because everything in this move-

ment toward health care reform over a period of years 

has been erratic and unpredictable so far, and will con-

tinue to be so, I think.)  

             It will probably be weeks, months, even years 

before we see the full impact of the health care legisla-

tion. It may not be as good as the proponents have 

promised. But it may not be as bad as the opponents 

have warned. It will most likely be somewhere between.  

             In the spirit of health care reform, I offer a few 

thoughts about health care –spiritual health care. This 

kind I am sure the government will never be in charge of, 

because it is against the constitution. This is not even a 

matter between you and your physician. It is between 

you and God. Every one of us has individual responsibil-

ity for our own spiritual well being. We need to take the 

matter seriously.  

             During Lent some of us practiced a little health 

care reform ourselves. We took on disciplines to reform 

our lives. Some of the reforms were like New Year’s 

resolutions: eat better, exercise more, cut out snacks 

etc. But some of our reforms were more specifically spiri-

tual in nature: to read scripture regularly, pray more or 

attend Bible study, for example. What happens now, af-

ter Lent and Easter? Do we revert to our unhealthy prac-

tices? Or do we continue to grow in our relationship to 

God? 

             Just as legislation on health care reform will take 

time to show its full effect, so will our spiritual health de-

velop over time. Decisions we make now, and habits like 

church attendance and Bible reading will have a cumula-

tive effect over the years. I, for one, don’t want to come 

down to my final days and say, “I wish I’d taken better 

care of myself,” physically or spiritually. 

             Good health requires good decisions and good 

behaviors on an ongoing basis. Don’t let your Lenten 

disciplines fade. Keep up your good intentions. Or make 

some new ones if you missed the opportunity during 

Lent. It is never too late to address your spiritual health 

as long as you have life and breath. See the Great Phy-

sician. He is always in, no prior appointment necessary. 

Get healthy and stay better. 

 

                                       Pastor Jonathan Dixon 
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THE OAKS 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Our mission is to draw people into rela-

tionship with Christ and the church and 

to lovingly challenge them to spiritual 

growth. 

OUR VISION 

A warm fellowship of Christians in the 

Riverton area, growing in numbers and 

spiritual stature, with facilities and pro-

grams to do ministry in the name of 

Christ, for generations to come. 



 

The United Methodist Women Will Meet: 

April 13, Tuesday at 7:00 PM 

The program will be given by Lesla Hensley from Grow.  Hostesses: Jo 

Anna Eyer and Ellen Dixon.  Refreshments will be served.   We wel-

come all the ladies of the Church.   Please come join us if you can. 

 

 

                    Come See Us At The Hall. 

 

 

P.S. We still have Pecans left, pieces $7.00 halves $8.00.  

Call Rose Hughes 629-9565, Barbara Rhodes 629-9247, 

Doris Lamkey 629-9556, Bonnie Klaves 629-9794—or—any 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS 

You may have noticed that some Sundays we have flowers on the altar and sometimes we don’t. The 

Worship Committee wants you to understand that we can have them as often as you want. That is, we 

can have them every Sunday if someone provides them. There is a clipboard on the table in the back 

of the sanctuary where you can sign up to provide flowers on the Sunday of your choice. Of course we 

have lilies on Easter and poinsettias at Christmas, but all the other dates are open until someone signs 

for them on the sheet. If you have questions about how to actually get them here or want suggestions 

on what kind would be appropriate, contact Patsy Skaggs, worship committee chair. 

DRAMA NIGHT 

As you may remember, Pastor Dixon has been soliciting your ideas in his suggestion box on the sanctuary table. 

Well, he has received a few. The Lenten sermon series on the book of Job came from a member’s suggestion. An-

other suggestion was that we have a Drama Night at the church. We took up the idea at Wor-

ship Committee, and decided to announce a night of Dinner, Drama and Ditties in May. Some 

of you noticed that title in the March newsletter and asked about it. Good! We hope it got you 

thinking. What we are envisioning is an informal time when we can get together for some good 

clean fun and fellowship. The drama could be a skit you would like to present. The ditties could 

be songs or poetry you could share. The dinner, well that could be whatever we decide. So 

think about it. Express your ideas to the pastor or a member of the worship committee. Get creative, and we can 

share our creations together on May 21. 



Mother and Child Banquet 

Wednesday May 5th, 2010 

Riverton United Methodist Church 

All ladies and children are welcome.  The meal is a Potluck; Meat, Desert 

and a Drink furnished.  Bring a dish to share.  Call for reservations by May 2nd to Barbara Rho-

des 629-9247, Bonnie Klaves 629-9794, or Nancy Daniels 629-9336. 

 

 

 

                  Come See Us At The Hall. 

District UMW Spring Meeting 

The United Methodist Women will be going to the District UMW Spring Meeting 

April 10th - and taking a collection for Lessie Bates Davis; toothbrushes, toothpaste 

and disposable razors; Cunningham; $5.00 gift cards for Subway, McDonalds or 

WalMart.  If any questions see Rose.  Bring to the church by April 4th if you would 

like to help. 

Forget when an event is happening? 

Check the OAKS Online at 

www.rivertonfirstumc.org 

BIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYS   

 

Petitt, Donna                 April 1 

Trader, Ron                   April 1 

Coss, John                    April 2 

Trader, Brock                April 9 

Trader, Janet                 April 9 

Koger, Justin                 April 13 

Thomas, Zachary          April 14 

Tester, Barry                 April 15 

Stoneburner, Josie        April 16 

Byers, Staci                   April 18 

Julius, Helen                  April 19 

Mackenzie, Megan        April 19 

Mackenzie, Nadine        April 21 

Landers, Jayde              April 24 

Landers, Jordyn            April 24 

Scales, Kevin                April 24 

Sutton, Marsha               April 24 

Cox, Skip                       April 25 

Gowin, Janet                 April 29 

ANNIVERSARYSANNIVERSARYSANNIVERSARYS   

Richard & Melba Blakley                          April 12, 1957 

Craig & Connie Thomas                           April 15, 1989 

Lyle & Harriet Beckey                               April 19, 1958 



Plans are underway for The Vacation Bible 

School. More news will be coming soon. 

SCRIP NEWS SCRIP NEWS SCRIP NEWS SCRIP NEWS SCRIP NEWS  

 

 

 

This program has been a great help towards the church debt obligations.  The congregation has been fantastic in 

using the gift cards that are available for our area.  In case you don’t understand what this program does:  

EXAMPLE:  You decide to purchase a gift card for $25.00 for Barnes & Noble; You give the $25.00 for the card; 

the card is ordered; Barnes & Noble donates 9% of that card directly back to our church—that is $2.25; it goes into 

the church SCRIP check account immediately; you pick up the Barnes & Noble card and get to spend it for $25.00 

worth of purchase from that store at your convenience.  You just donated $2.25 to the church and it didn’t cost you 

any thing!   

With everyone’s gift card purchases, we just paid another $1,000.00 on the principal of the church’s loan!   If this 

program continues to be used by you, we will be making yet another payment on the principal very soon.  Normally 

we have two Sundays for SCRIP purchase each month, but the first week of April the SCRIP Program will be shut 

down for inventory and for vacation.  The next order day will be April 18, 2010.  With Mother’s Day coming in May, 

remember to get your selections made on the next order day. 

 

SCRIP NEWS SCRIP NEWS SCRIP NEWS SCRIP NEWS SCRIP NEWS 

Welcome 

We would like to announce two new “Employees” of the Church family.  Hope 

McKenzie will be our new custodian.  Karen Mackenzie will now be the Sunday Day 

Care worker.  Let’s welcome them with open arms and open hearts. 

TRUSTEE NEWS 

   

The trustees for this year are Ron Armintrout, Mel Allison, J.T. Armbruster, Nik Caldwell, Ernie Grieme, 

Judy McCullough, Tom Pantier, Brett Pearson and George Skaggs.  If you see a problem with the 

church property, please address the issue with one of the trustees in order for them to remedy the problem.   

In the recent months the trustees have gotten the plaster in the sanctuary repaired and repainted.  The large cabinet 

that is between the kitchen and the fellowship hall has been repaired.  There has been see-through inserts added to 

the nursery room doors.  Repairs have been made to some of the exterior lights and more will be completed 

soon.  The parsonage has some repairs to the main bathroom and a new fan/light has been installed in the dining 

area.   

Bids have been secured and the project of re-sealing the parking lot will be done by Ron Furman’s company….

hopefully in June.  Mr. Furman will donate the re-striping of the lot.   This is a project that will be mostly paid for by 

the United Methodist Women’s group in our church from their many chili/vegetable soup suppers.  We thank the la-

dies for their generous donation.   



APRIL 2009 
1 Thursday 7:00 PM Maundy Thursday service at Asbury UMC in Springfield 

2 Friday 7:00 PM Good Friday service Here, with Otterbein Cluster and Riverton 1st Baptist 

3 Saturday 
Easter Egg Hunt at Riverton 1St Baptist for ages 0-9, 1:00 PM Last Names beginning A-

M, 2:30 PM Last Names N-Z 

4 Sunday 

Easter Sunday, 7:00 AM Sunrise Service at 1st Baptist Church, 9:30 AM, Worship Here, 

10:30 Sunday School, 11:30 High School Youth Group, 6:00 PM Junior High Your 

Group 

5 Monday 7:00 PM, Board of Trustees 

6 Tuesday  

7 Wednesday 7:00 PM Choir Practice 

8 Thursday Holy Spirit Gathering at Decatur Grace UMC 

9 Friday Holy Spirit Gathering at Decatur Grace UMC 

10 Saturday Holy Spirit Gathering at Decatur Grace UMC, 7:30 AM United Methodist Men 

11 Sunday 9:30 Church Service, 10:30 Sunday School, 6:00 PM Junior High Your Group 

12 Monday  

13 Tuesday 7:00 PM United Methodist Women 

14 Wednesday 7:00 PM Choir Practice 

15 Thursday  

16 Friday  

17 Saturday  

18 Sunday 
9:30 Church Service, 10:30 Sunday School, Native American Ministries Observance, 

11:30 High School Youth Group, 6:00 PM Junior High Your Group 

19 Monday  

20 Tuesday  

21 Wednesday 7:00 PM Choir Practice 

22 Thursday  

23 Friday  

24 Saturday  

25 Sunday 9:30 Church Service, 10:30 Sunday School, 6:00 PM Junior High Your Group 

26 Monday  

27 Tuesday  

28 Wednesday  

29 Thursday  

30 Friday  



WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
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Deadline for next issue is 
Sunday, April 19, 2010 

E-mail articles to 
newsletter@rivertonfirstumc.org 

RIVERTON FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

429 East Lincoln Street 

PO Box 440 

Riverton, IL 62561 

 

Phone: (217) 629-9721 

Email: rvtnumc@sbcglobal.net 

Looking Ahead 

† April 1, 6:00 PM Cluster Holy Thursday Service at As-

bury UMC 

† April 2, 7:00 PM Good Friday Service with Baptists 

and Otterbein Cluster 

† April 4, Easter Sunday  

† May 5, Mother-Child Banquet 

† May 9, Mother’s Day 

† May 21 Dinner, Drama and Ditties 

† May 23, Pentecost Sunday 

† May 31, Memorial Day 

† June 2 – 5, Annual Conference in Peoria. 

† June 20, Father’s Day 

† July 4, Independence Sunday 

† July 13, UMW Picnic 

† September 12, United Methodist Women Sunday 

† October 23, Chili / Soup Supper and Bazaar 

† October 31, Trunk-er-Treat 

† November 21, 6:00 PM  Community Thanksgiving 

Service 

† November 25, Thanksgiving 
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