
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

A Note from Ellen Dixon 
 

My congregation, 

 

Appreciation and deep revere are the feelings I have for you as I write this THANK YOU to you.  

You have had my back in oh so many ways. Some I know but I am sure there are many ways I learn of in 

the future and some I may never know. God knows and He appreciates you all so much. 

 

This is a transition time for us all. Change is a good thing because it is growth. Growth is the way of 

maturity that is healthy. I hold you in my prayers as you have and are holding me. God is good. 

 

Just this morning He has guided me in an action that I need to take that was scary. I went into the 

necessary planning for this action with apprehension/dread and came away with anticipation and excite-

ment. 

 

Many such miracles await both of us in the future as He is allowed to direct our lives.  God is good.  

I plan on seeing God’s providential care for my life just like Abraham did in years past.  I choose to be-

lieve—just believe—and act on that belief.  It worked for Abraham it will work for me and you. 

          Ellen Dixon 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Jonathan L. Dixon (67), pastor of the Riverton United Methodist Church, passed away on 

Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at St. John’s Hospice in Springfield, IL. 

  

He served churches in New Mexico and Illinois until his passing. He also served as a Professor at 

MacMurray College for 11 years and recently was Adjunct Professor of Philosophy and World Religions at 

Lincoln Land Community College. 

  

A memorial Gathering will be held from 4:00-7:00 pm on Friday, April 10, 2015 at Staab Funeral Home, 

1109 S 5th Street, Springfield, IL.  Memorial Services will be held at 10:00 am on Saturday, April 11, 2015, 

also at Staab Funeral Home. 

  

A full obituary may be found at the website of the funeral home and messages for the family may be posted 

there: http://www.staabfuneralhomes.com 

 

April 1, 2015 

The Oaks      

 

MISSION STATEMENT: Our mission is to draw people into relationship with Christ and the 

church and to lovingly challenge them to spiritual growth.  

 

OUR VISION: A warm fellowship of Christians in the Riverton area, growing in numbers and 

spiritual nurture, with facilities and programs to do ministry in the name of Jesus Christ for 

generations to come. 

http://www.staabfuneralhomes.com/


 RFUMC Calendar – April 2015 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 

9:00 AM 

Quilters; 7:00 

PM Choir 

2 3 

7:00 PM 

Good Friday 

Service at 

Riverton 

Baptist  

4 

5 

7:00 AM Easter 

Sunrise Service here; 

8:00 AM Fellowship 

Breakfast; 9:30 AM 

Easter Worship; 10:30 

AM Easter Egg Hunt 

for children 

6 7 

7:00 PM 

Trustees 

8 

9:00 AM 

Quilters; 7:00 

PM Choir 

9 10 

4-7:00 PM 

Visitation 

for Jonathan 

Dixon at 

Staab Fu-

neral Home 

11 

10:00 AM 

Funeral/Me-

morial Ser-

vice for Jona-

than Dixon at 

Staab 

12 

9:30 AM Worship; 

10:30 AM Adult Sun-

day School; 7:00 PM 

Finance and Admin-

istration 

13 14 

7:00 PM 

United 

Methodist 

Women 

15 

9:00 AM 

Quilters 

16 17 18 

19 

9:30 AM Worship; 

10:30 AM Adult Sun-

day School 

20 21 

6:00 PM 

United 

Methodist 

Men 

22 

9:00 AM 

Quilters 

23 24 25 

26 

9:30 AM Worship; 

10:30 AM Adult Sun-

day School 

 

27 28 29 

9:00 AM 

Quilters 

30   

 

Looking Ahead…
May 6, Mother – Child Banquet 

May 10, Mother’s Day 

June 21, Father’s Day 

July 19-24, Vacation Bible School 

 

Next newsletter deadline:  April 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

April Birthdays 
Zachary Thomas  4/14/1992 

Barry Tester   4/15 

Josey Stoneburner  4/16/1997 

Staci Byers   4/18 

Helen Julius   4/19 

Megan Mackenzie  4/19/1995 

Nadine Mackenzie  4/21/1986 

Marsha Sutton  4/24/1951 

Janet Gowin   4/29/1940 

 

April Anniversary 
Craig and Connie Thomas  4/15/1989  

 

 



Staff-Parish Update 
 

We are grateful for the services of Pastor George Heinaman and lay speaker Don Goodenow, who have 

filled our pulpit on a week-by-week basis since early February.  Beginning Easter Sunday, it is planned 

that the Reverend Bobbi Blackard will serve our congregation in a part time capacity until the end of 

June.  As of this writing, her appointment is expected to be confirmed by the bishop in the next few 

days.   

 

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee met with the district superintendent, Reverend Terry Harter, on 

Thursday, March 19; the meeting had been set after Jonathan’s intention to retire was received by the 

conference a week earlier.  Reverend Harter talked us through the process by which the bishop will as-

sign our congregation a new pastor, who will hopefully join us in July but will likely be named in the 

next few weeks.   

 

At the meeting, the committee discussed a series of questions about our community and congregation 

with the district superintendent; he will put together a profile with the information we discussed.  In it, 

he will describe our strengths, main concerns, and what is facing us in the future that we will need to 

deal with.  This profile will be presented to the bishop and his cabinet, which is comprised of all the 

district superintendents.  The bishop and cabinet will discuss and pray about the pastoral assignment 

for our church before the assignment decision is made by the bishop.  A pastor currently serving within 

the conference (Illinois south of I-80) will be assigned.   

 

Scrip News 
 

It seems that after Christmas the SCRIP orders drop off.  Then we had to cancel church one Sunday; 

then Easter falls on an order day, so that has been changed.  The program will have only one order day 

this month, April 19, 2015, with pick up day on April 26, 2015.  Then in May we will be back on the 

twice a month rotation for order and pick-up days. 

 

The SCRIP account has paid another $1,000.00 on the loan principal.  We now have the loan down to 

$95,500.00.  Your participation in the SCRIP program has been a BIG help in paying down this loan. 

 

Quilting Update 
 

The quilters have been busy finishing a quilt 

that was started by a quilting lady of our 

church family years ago.  Virginia Kleban 

began embroidering a quilt top, but was not 

able to complete it.  When she passed away, 

her husband, Bill, donated it to another 

quilter, several ladies worked on finishing 

the embroidering, it was pieced together and 

the quilters are nearly finished with the pro-

ject.  It has been an honor to see the quilt that Virginia so lovingly started being completed.  

  

United Methodist Women 

 

WILL MEET: Tuesday, April 14, 7 PM 

PROGRAM: Betty Peel 

HOSTESSES: Pat Upton and Connie Thomas 

We welcome all the ladies in the church. 

Come see us in the fellowship hall 

 

Thanks to all who helped with the Chili Supper on 

March 7. 

 
 

 
Chili Supper March 7 

 



2015 Vacation Bible School 

July 19 – 24, 2015, 5:30 – 8:30 PM 

St. James Catholic Church & Riverton United 

Methodist Church 

 
Welcome to Bible Blast to the Past— where kids 

discover God’s everlasting love!  

 

Get ready to travel on a life‐changing adventure 

that leads kids in search of a love that lasts 

forever! At Bible Blast to the Past, kids will eat 

dinner before time travel begins.  Then they will 

participate in the large group excitement of Blast 

to the Past Bash, experience God’s Word at 

Timeless Truth Tent, discover ancient arts and 

facts through science and crafts at Discovery 

Ruins, and enjoy games at Backtrack Bazaar.  

 

Along the way, kids will travel back in time 

using five mysterious artifacts as their clues. 

Through Bible Blast to the Past, they will walk 

away knowing that God will always love them—

no matter what! 

 

Your kids won’t want to miss this adventure! Secure their place on the journey!  VBS is open to all 

children of our community entering grades PK – 8th Grade. 

 

A Closing Program will be held at 6:30 PM on Friday, July 24th at the Riverton United Methodist 

Church.   

 

Save up those non-perishable food items!  All week through VBS we will be collecting items for the 

Riverton Food Pantry.  There will also be some other ways for you to contribute.  STAY TUNED! 

 

 
If you would like more information or to become a volunteer, please contact Hope McKenzie or 

Nadine Mackenzie  

 

Hope McKenzie: (217) 416‐7892 or soccermom859@comcast.net 

 

Nadine Mackenzie: (217) 416‐0890 or nadinemack421@gmail.com  

 

  

mailto:soccermom859@comcast.net
mailto:nadinemack421@gmail.com


 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
EXTRAVAGANZA 

 

Sunday, April 5th 

At 11 A.M. 

Riverton United Methodist Church 

(PK-1st located on grass in front of the church.  
2nd & Up located by the Pavilion.) 

 

Bring Your Own Basket! 

All ages welcome! 

Join us for some eggciting fun! 

 

Candy & Monetary Donations due Sunday, 
March 29th at Morning Worship. 

 
For more information, contact  

Nadine Mackenzie   
(217) 416-0890 

nadinemack421@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Riverton First United Methodist 

429 East Lincoln 

Riverton, IL  62561 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RFUMC PHONE: (217) 629-9721 

E-MAIL: rvrtnumc@sbcglobal.net  

WEBSITE: www.rivertonfirstumc.org  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trustee News 
 

The trustees have been putting off many small repair items until the warmer weather gets here.  Well, 

the warmer weather is coming in!  FINALLY!  

 

One of the bigger items on the repair list will be checking the parking lot for the cracks and getting 

them filled.  Also, the parking lot will need to be resurfaced, resealed.  The trustees have talked about 

having it done again by a business that specializes in this, discussed the price of doing that; then they 

have discussed trying to do the resealing themselves on, perhaps, a five year rotation plan.  In this plan 

one-fifth section of the parking lot would be resurfaced for each of the five years.  If you have a sug-

gestion or experience in this, please talk to one of the trustees. 

 

The leaves will need to be eliminated very soon.  It has been suggested that the leaves by picked up and 

disposed of at the Village of Riverton's dump site.  When the date is set for this project, we will let you 

all know.  Bring your own rake. 

 

Address Correction Requested 

http://www.rivertonfirstumc.org/

