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molting season the bird would gradually lose its feathers
and grow them back again. It looked younger and
ON EAGLE’S WINGS
stronger with feathers than while losing them. (Insert
your own bald joke here about men looking younger and
Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run better with hair than without.)
and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
Notice that it is those who “wait for the Lord”

Pastor’s Letter

who experience the renewal. This waiting is contrary to
our natural tendency to act first, then pray afterwards
I have always thought about how great it would that it works. God is telling us to wait for direction. We
be to be able to fly. I am not talking about airplanes, but wait by praying, worshiping, reading the Bible and being
about really flying, myself. To just rise up
with other Christians. The promise is that if
and soar through the air, to get from one
we wait in these ways God will give us not
place to another without having to follow
just direction, but strength and soaring
the hills and valleys of the earth’s surmountain-top experiences. Remember, howface, following some winding road—
ever, that the flying is followed by running
wouldn’t that be great? I think so! Maybe
and walking in the verse from Isaiah. We
that is why the scripture above has alneed not expect constant soaring experiways fascinated me. I realize it is not a
ences. God gives us strength to run when we
literal promise that I will be able to fly toneed to, as well. Most of our work in this
morrow, but I still love the imagery. Soarworld gets done by steady walking, though.
ing above the problems and challenges of life, if only
Still, God promises strength to us even in the walking,
figuratively, sounds wonderful.
plodding stages of our lives. We simply have to wait,
prayerfully, for that infusion of whatever dose of the
The verse uses the flying image to express renewal of strength. Another verse, Psalms 103, verse 5, Spirit we need at the time—to fly, to run or to walk withspeaks of God satisfying us with good, so that our “youth out weariness. Even walking without weariness sounds
is renewed like the eagle’s.” Whether it is characterized good to me, almost like floating on air. I may not literally
as youth or as strength, God is offering us a renewal, a fly, but I will move forward by the strength God gives me.
fresh start. Bible commentators suggest that the image
of the eagle is used in passages like this because the
Pastor Jonathan Dixon
writers not only admired its strength and beauty as it
soared in the sky, but also because it went through a
visible renewal annually in the process of molting. In
Isaiah 40:31

MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to draw people into relationship
with Christ and the church and to lovingly
challenge them to spiritual growth.

OUR VISION
A warm fellowship of Christians in the Riverton
area, growing in numbers and spiritual stature,
with facilities and programs to do ministry in the
name of Christ, for generations to come.

TRUSTEES NEWS

FIRST!! The trustees wish to thank and praise the United Methodist Women for the many projects they complete every year. They have donated entirely the money needed for the resealing
of the parking lot blacktop this year. The women of our church are truly Christian Achievers!
Thank you very much!
Some of the projects that the trustee men have completed lately are:
♦

Inserting plexiglass inserts of the nursery doors and the door to the upstairs room.

♦

Fixing the threshold into the nursery.

♦

Placing new timers outside and repairing the lights and the electric covers.

♦

Fixing the fire escape door latch.

♦

Adjusting the level of the lift at each floor.

♦

Having a clean-up day at the church.

♦

Had two dead trees dropped and disposed of.

♦

Had the parking lot re-sealed.

♦

Getting the lift inspected for the State of Illinois

Some on-going and up-coming projects are:
♦

Remodeling the parsonage basement bathroom

♦

Eliminating the drainage problems at the parsonage.

♦

Replacing an air conditioner at the church.

The future projects will be costly and the trustees are always looking for additional funds and/or
physical help. All contributions are welcomed. The contract for the new air conditioner will be
signed soon and we hope to have it in operation the first half of July. We will make every effort to
keep the congregation comfortable during church events/services until this new AC unit is in
place. We have received some wonderful donations towards this project, but we still need to pay
for the remaining two-thirds of the cost. Please keep this unexpected and expensive need for our
church in mind as you consider your givings and tithes.

Forget when an event is happening? Check the OAKS
Online at www.rivertonfirstumc.org

July 2010
1

Thursday

2

Friday

3

Saturday

4

Sunday

Independence Day, 9:30 AM Worship, 10:30 AM Sunday School, 11:30 AM High
School Youth Group

5

Monday

Pastor at Jurisdictional Archives and History Convocation in Adrian, Michigan

6

Tuesday

Pastor at Jurisdictional Archives and History Convocation in Adrian, Michigan

7

Wednesday

Pastor at Jurisdictional Archives and History Convocation in Adrian, Michigan

8

Thursday

Pastor at Jurisdictional Archives and History Convocation in Adrian, Michigan

9

Friday

10

Saturday

11

Sunday

9:30 Worship, 10:30 Sunday School

12

Monday

7:00 PM Trustees Meeting

13

Tuesday

6:15 PM United Methodist Women Indoor Picnic

14

Wednesday

15

Thursday

16

Friday

17

Saturday

18

Sunday

19

Monday

20

Tuesday

Pastor on Vacation

21

Wednesday

Pastor on Vacation

22

Thursday

Pastor on Vacation

23

Friday

Pastor on Vacation

24

Saturday

Pastor on Vacation

25

Sunday

Pastor on Vacation, 9:30 Worship, with Guest Speaker, 10:30 Sunday School

26

Monday

Pastor on Vacation

27

Tuesday

Pastor on Vacation

28

Wednesday

Pastor on Vacation

29

Thursday

30

Friday

31

Saturday

7:30 AM United Methodist Men

9:30 AM Worship, 10:30 AM Sunday School, 11:30 AM High School Youth

The United Methodist Women Will Meet:
Tuesday July 13th at 6:15 PM.

ANNUAL PICNIC
Meat and drink furnished, bring a dish to share. Hostesses: are
Marj Todd and Rose Hughes
We welcome all the ladies of the Church. Please come join us.

Come See Us At

The Hall.

P.S. We still have Pecans left, pieces $7.00 halves $8.00.
Call Rose Hughes 629-9565, Barbara Rhodes 6299247, Doris Lamkey 629-9556, Bonnie Klaves
629-9794—or—any member. We also still have Chili for $5.00 per qt.

Charles & Earlene Freeman will celebrate their 68th Wedding Anniversary on July 11th. They were married in 1942; WOW, 68
years! Imagine all they have seen in that time. Married in FDR’s
3rd term; they have lived through WWII, Korean War, Vietnam
War, 6 Amendments to the Constitution, Hawaii and Alaska weren’t even states yet, a man landed on the moon, the Hula Hoop
and Howdy Doody. Now today we have computers and cell
phones smaller than a deck of cards. To love and cherish each
other over all those years is truly something special. Let’s give a
great big round of congratulations to Charles and Earlene on this
very special anniversary.

SCRIP NEWS

Because of your involvement, the members and friends of the church, in this program, the
SCRIP account will soon be paying another $1,000.00 on the principal of the church's loan. Enclosed is an order sheet for the SCRIP gift cards, please feel free to fill it out and turn it in to
Doris Lamkey any Sunday. Orders are generally placed the first and third Sundays of each
month, with pick-up days on the second and fourth Sundays of each month. During the Advent
Season, order day is every Sunday until Christmas. Your support is helping pay off the church
loan.
As a special note, please keep in mind that we will be unable to place an order on the third
week of July. With this thought, our up-coming order dates will be as follows:
Order day on July 4th; with the pickup date on July 11th

Brown, Karen

July 2

Beckner, Cheryl

July 6

Jones, Kathy

July 6

Lucas, Mike

July 6

Hendricks, Dorothy

July 7

Lamkey, Doris

July 10

Sloman, Madalyn

July 10

Binion, Shawn

July 12

Tester, Casey

July 12

Sutton, Don

July 13

Walters, Abigail

July 13

Scales, Tracy

July 15

Atkins, Ron

July 16

Beattie, Lyndsey

July 20

Freeman, Earlene

July 21

Dial, Shelby

July 24

Sims, Mary

July 27

Sutherland, David

July 27

Happy Independence Day

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Jeff & Karen Koger
Bill & Virginia Kleban
Ralph & Carly Shank
Charles & Earlene Freeman
J. & Doris Davis

July 2, 1983
July 3, 1948
July 6, 2001
July 11, 1942
July 31, 1948
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Looking Ahead

Deadline for next issue is
Sunday, July 18, 2010
E-mail articles to
newsletter@rivertonfirstumc.org

†

November 21, 6:00 PM Community Thanksgiving
Service

†

November 25, Thanksgiving

†

July 4, Independence Sunday

†

August 23, 6:00 PM Staff-Parish Relations Committee †

November 27, Hanging of the Greens

†

August 28, 5:00 PM Sunday School Teacher Picnic

†

November 28, Advent Begins

†

September 12, United Methodist Women Sunday

†

†

October 23, Chili / Soup Supper and Bazaar

December 24, 10:00, Christmas Eve Candle Light
Service

†

October 31, Trunk-er-Treat

†

November 7, United Methodist Men Sunday

